Kyiv

Kyiv, the capital city of Ukraine, is steeped in a rich and
fascinating history. The city is believed to have been founded in the 5th
century AD by three brothers — Kyi, Shchek, and Khoryv, after whom it
is named. Over the centuries, Kyiv has been ruled by various groups,
including the Vikings, the Mongols, and the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth, before becoming part of the Russian Empire in the 18th
century.

One of the most famous landmarks in Kyiv is the Kyiv-Pechersk
Lavra, also known as the Kyiv Monastery of the Caves. This monastery,
which was founded in the 11th century, is home to an extensive network
of caves, which are inhabited by monks and contain numerous holy
relics. Another popular attraction in Kyiv is the Saint Sophia Cathedral,
which was built in the 11th century and features stunning Byzantine
architecture.



In addition to its historical and religious sites, Kyiv is also known
for its lively cultural scene. The city is home to numerous museums,
theaters, and art galleries, and hosts several annual festivals and events,
including the Kyiv International Film Festival and the Ukrainian Fashion
Week.

Interesting facts about Kyiv include that it is one of the oldest
cities in Europe, and is also considered the birthplace of Eastern Slavic
civilization. The city is home to over 2.8 million people and covers an
area of 839 square kilometers. Additionally, Kyiv is the center of
Ukraine's political, economic, and cultural life.

Here are some interesting facts about our capital:

e Kyiv is located on the banks of the Dnieper River, which is the
fourth longest river in Europe.



e The city has a number of beautiful parks and gardens, including the
Mariinsky Park, the Park of Eternal Glory, and the Botanical
Garden.

e Kyiv has a strong literary tradition, and is known for producing
many famous writers and poets, including Taras Shevchenko, Lesia
Ukrainka, and Ivan Franko.

e The city is home to several universities, including the National
University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy and the Taras Shevchenko
National University of Kyiv.

e Kyiv has a rich culinary heritage, with traditional Ukrainian dishes
like borscht, varenyky (dumplings), and salo (pork fat) being
popular local specialties.

e The city has a vibrant nightlife, with numerous bars, clubs, and
music venues offering a wide variety of entertainment options.

e Kyiv is also known for its street art scene, with many talented
artists creating colorful and thought-provoking murals throughout
the city.



e The Kyiv Metro, which opened in 1960, is one of the deepest
metro systems in the world, with some stations located over 100
meters underground.

In conclusion, Kyiv is a city with a rich and storied history, filled
with fascinating landmarks and attractions. Whether you are interested in
history, religion, or the arts, there is something for everyone to enjoy in
this vibrant and dynamic city.



